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Santa Fe, Southern Pacific and Pacific Elec-
tric railways. The city was named for the
goddess of fruits, and is the center of one of
the largest orange-growing regions in the
world. Pomona is beautifully situated in the
San Gabriel valley near the Sierra Madre
Mountains and in a fertile irrigated area.
There are a number of public buildings of
note, including the Carnegie Library, the
Masonic Temple and Pomona Valley Hos-
pital. At Claremont, near by? is Pomona
College. Pomona is an important fruit
market, and the leading industries are con-
nected with marketing and preserving fruit.
The city has large packing houses, canneries
and creameries. Pomona ships about 4,500
carloads of oranges and 750 carloads of
lemons, besides quantities of other fruits and
nuts, each year. The first settlement was
made in 1875, and the commission form of
government was adopted in 1911. Popula-
tion, 1920, 13,505; in 1930, 20,804, a gain
of 54 per cent.

POMPADOUR, pom pa doo/, JEANNE AN-
TOINETTE POISSON, Marquise de (1721-1764),
a mistress of Louis XV of France. Her
father, a well-to-do general, gave her a good
education and she was introduced into the
best society. At the age of twenty she mar-
ried Lenormant d'Etioles, and four years
later attracted the attention of the king,, who
installed her at Versailles as his mistress and
gave her the title of Marquise de Pompadour.
For twenty years she ruled the king, long as
his mistress and afterwards as political ad-
visor and purveyor of amusements. Ambas-
sadors, prime ministers and generals found
it necessary to seek her favor. She retained
her position until her death at Versailles at
the age of forty-three.

POM'PAETO, a fine food fish, bluish and
silvery in color, that lives permanently about
the Florida keys and comes north along the
Atlantic coast to spawn in the spring. It is
about eighteen inches long and is fished for
with seines. There are a number of other
species, elsewhere known as the pompano,
among which is the highly prized "harvest
fish? that is found in the waters off Southern
California.

POMPEII, pompafye, an ancient city of
Italy, which with Hereulaneum and Stabiae
was destroyed by the eruption of Mount
Vesuvius in A. D. 79. For more than 1,500
years it lay undisturbed under its lava bed
to a depth of twenty feet or more, with its

site unknown and its name almost forgotten.
The ancient city of Pompeii was founded
in the sixth century B. a, and was situated
near the Bay of Naples, about twelve miles
southeast of Naples and at the base of Mount
Vesuvius, on its southern side. Before the
close of the Republic and under the early
emperors, Pompeii became a favorite retreat
of wealthy Romans. In A. D. 63 an earth-
quake destroyed a great part of the town.
Rebuilding was soon begun, but in A. D. 79
the terrible eruption of Vesuvius ended its
history.
Pompeii was completely forgotten during
the Middle Ages, and it was not until 1748,
when a peasant, in sinking a well, discovered
a painted chamber with statues and a number
of other objects of antiquity, that an interest
in the locality was excited. Since that time
extensive excavations have been carried on,
and for this purpose the Italian government
has appropriated $12,000 annually for the
prosecution of the work. A regular plan has
been adopted, according to which the ruins
are systematically explored and carefully
preserved. About half of the city has now
been unearthed.
In addition to the lava hurled by Vesuvius,
there had been clouds of wet ashes and cin-
ders, which, on drying, hermetically sealed up
Pompeii. The buildings thus when brought
to light were in a remarkable state of preser-
vation. The excavations give a complete pic-
ture of the political and social life in a pro-
vincial city in Italy in the first century after
Christ. The town was built in the form of an
irregular oval, extending east and west. The
circumference of the walls was about two
miles, and these were pierced by eight gates.
The streets were straight and narrow and are
now paved with large blocks of lava. In the
center is the open square or forum, around
which are grouped the chief public buildings,
including the Temple of Jupiter, the Temple
of Venus, the Basilica, the Temple of Mer-
cury, the Gladiators* Barracks and two the-
aters. Several interesting private homes
have been unearthed, but not very many ob-
jects of great value have beea discovered,
as most of the inhabitants escaped during the
eruption and carried with them their mov-
able valuables. However, the Museum of
Naples owes many of its interesting features
to the ornaments, statues and other movable
works of art found in the public and private
edifices.